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Downed trees 
created chaos 
on Monday 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - Mother 
Nature has been quite uncoop- 
erative thus far in 2020, and her 
wrath grew even more ferocious 
on the afternoon of June 29. Se- 
vere winds and torrential rain 
rocked the northern portion of 
South Hadley, leaving dozens 
of trees uprooted and town em- 
ployees picking up the pieces. 

“The storm came from the 
north to the south. It was really 
bad. We all were getting ready 
for it, but when it came, it sure 
did come with a vengeance,’ said 
Todd Calkins, District 2 Fire 
Chief. 

The brunt of the storm struck 
Calkins’ district. He noted that 
the Knolls, Amherst Road, Sil- 
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Laborers dissect and remove fallen trees near the campus of Mount 


Holyoke College on July 1. 


Open Meeting Law complaint filed in 
response to anti-racism statement 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY -An 
Open Meeting Law violation was 
filed on June 30 against the South 
Hadley Selectboard for its state- 
ment it released condemning 
racism. 

On June 24, the Selectboard 
called on the community to 
stand in solidarity with Black 
South Hadley residents. 

The board vowed to “seek 
out and address” any aspects of 
racism that may be prevalent in 
town, calling on residents “to not 
only commit to non-racist be- 
havior but to commit to acting in 
anti-racist ways whenever racism 
is encountered.” 

Last Wednesdayss letter was 
signed by members of the Se- 
lectboard with the exception 
of Bruce Forcier, who filed the 
Open Meeting Law violation 
complaint two days later. 

During the June 30 meeting, 
Forcier said that the complaint 
was filed due to the fact that the 
letter was released publicly out- 
side of a Selectboard meeting. 








OWN 


emMinder 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


Thunderstor 


Serving the town of South Hadley www.townreminder.turley.com 


rocked South Hadley 
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Fire District 2 Chief Todd Calkins inspects a massive fallen tree on the campus of the Berkshire Hills 
Music Academy. 
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Fallen trees were a common site in the northern portion of South 
Hadley this week after Monday afternoon’s storm wreaked havoc. 


Work in progress 


At Town Administrator Mike 
Sullivans recommendation, the 
board voted unanimously to rec- 
ognize the statement, enabling it 
to discuss the matter. Chair Jeff 
Cyr offered his perspective on 
the topic. 

“I just want to thank all the 
members of the public that have 
sent letters, emails, phone calls 
and texts in support of what the 
Selectboard’s stance is on racism 
in the community of South Had- 
ley,’ said Cyr. “It is unfortunate 
that we're dealing with this par- 
ticular item. How this will flush 
itself out; it's going to be for- 
warded to the Attorney General's 
office for their opinion on it, and 
were going to get feedback from 
there.” 

Selectboard member Sarah 
Etelman expressed frustration 
with Forcier for being unwilling 
to join the other four members 
in signing the letter. 

“Tm not sure what the push- 
back is from Selectman Forcier,” 
said Etelman. “If this is going 


Please see OML COMPLAINT, 
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Progress is being made on the construction site at the future 
home of the South Hadley Senior Center. 


Street and Dayton Street. Leslie 
Hennessey, Executive Director 
of the Council on Aging, said 
thus far she’s been impressed by 
the project's expediency. 
“They ve completed excava- 
tion for the footing in the walls 
and have formed and poured 
the foundation walls, said 
Hennessey. “We actually have 
walls; the sub-walls. You can't 
build anything without walls. 
Things are moving right along.’ 
As was originally predicted 
in 2019, it is expected that the 


Please see SENIOR CENTER, 
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South Hadley senior 
center construction 
making strides 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - Excite- 
ment is brewing as work pro- 
gresses on the new South Had- 
ley Senior Center. The former 
structure has been demolished, 
and construction on the new 
building is well underway. 

The new center is being built 
on the site of its predecessor, 
located at the corner of Fulton 
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SHCTV launches pre-election miniseries 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - ‘The state and 
federal elections may still be months 
away, but South Hadley Community 
Television is making an effort to equip 
residents with the knowledge that they 
need to participate. 

On July 1, SHCTV launched the first 
of five programs that will familiarize 
voters with absentee ballots, early voting 
and in-person voting on election day. 

Priscilla Mandrachia, a volunteer 
poll worker, narrated the July 1 edition. 
She explained why the mini-series was 
created and how it will benefit residents. 

“In this new world of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Massachusetts State Leg- 
islature has been hard at work to ensure 
we can all vote safely, in addition to all 
the other safeguards around our funda- 
mental right to vote,’ said Mandrachia. 
“The actions of the legislature, as well 
as those at the local level, are being put 
in place for you; for your safety and to 
make sure you can select the voting op- 
tion that is right for you.” 

Absentee voting and early voting 
arent to South Hadley, but each option 
could see additional use this fall on ac- 
count of the pandemic. Mandrachia ex- 





REGION - Scott Beaulieu, President 
of the South Hadley Education Associa- 
tion and Robbin Lamorder, President of 
the Granby Education Association, on 
behalf of the Western Mass Educators 
Action Network (WeMEAN) issued the 
following statement. 

Last November, our Commonwealth 
celebrated the passage of the Student Op- 
portunity Act, a broadly supported land- 
mark piece of legislation committing the 
state to a $1.5 billion investment in pub- 
lic schools over the next seven years to 
better meet the needs of all students. 

That seems like a lifetime ago. 

Our education landscape has fun- 
damentally changed as districts grap- 
ple to keep students safe while we wait 
for a vaccination to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. The traumatic upheaval 
brought on by the rapid need to transi- 
tion to remote learning has further ex- 
posed the inequities within our public 
education system. And those inequities, 
especially hard felt in schools serving 
black and brown communities, are even 
more alarming as the country confronts 
its long, brutal history of systemic rac- 
ism. 

The problems that the Student Op- 
portunity Act addressed not only still ex- 
ist but are even more dire. Public schools 
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plained that both techniques will allow 
voters to avoid the large crowds that tra- 
ditionally form at polling sites on elec- 
tion day. 

“This year, there is increased empha- 
sis on making sure that the entire pro- 
cess of casting ballots is safe for us and 
for you, she said. “As a South Hadley 
resident, you must be registered to vote 
in South Hadley in order to vote in ei- 
ther the primary or the federal election. 
If you arent currently registered, there 
are registration deadlines before each 
election’ 

The deadline to register for the Sep- 
tember 1 primary election will fall on 
August 12. One must register by Octo- 
ber 14 to participate in the federal elec- 
tion. 

Questions can be referred to Town 
Clerk Carlene Hamlin, who is accessible 
at chamlin@southhadleyma.gov or 413- 
538-5017. 

It is unclear when the next four pro- 
grams will be released, but Mandrachia 
offered a description of the content that 
the five-part series will cover. 

“Channel 15 will be running an ongo- 
ing series of short programs throughout 
the summer,’ she said. “Each program 
is designed to give you the information 
you may need to make an informed de- 


will need more resources and personnel 
to successfully meet the needs of stu- 
dents as we continue to deliver lessons 
remotely and strategize a safe return to 
school buildings. And as protest after 
protest have made clear, to us—those 
who educate your children — it is impera- 
tive that public education is at the center 
of the work necessary to create a more 
just, fair and caring society. That means 
having more black and brown teachers in 
all our public schools. That means public 
school districts working with black and 
brown communities to develop socially 
and culturally relevant curricula for stu- 
dents of all ages. 

Now more than ever, we need a ro- 
bust investment in the educational needs 
— from technology to nutrition — of un- 
derserved populations. 

Resources must be available to pro- 
vide the appropriate opportunities for 
students along the entire educational 
spectrum, no matter where those stu- 
dents live. Necessary staffing and re- 
sources must be available not only for 
academic achievement but also for stu- 
dents’ social and emotional well- being. 

The Western Massachusetts Educa- 
tors Action Network (WeMEAN), a coa- 
lition of more than 30 locals of unionized 
public-school educators from more than 
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cision about which method of voting 
will be the right one for you.” 

The July 1 program is titled “What 
are my options for voting in September 
and why are all voters receiving absentee 
ballot applications.” This year, the Office 
of the Secretary of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts will mail applications 
for absentee ballots to all voters in the 
state. 

The applications will be mailed out 
on July 15. Voters who choose to an ab- 
sentee ballot will receive the ballot in 
the mail and must complete it at home 
before submitting it again through the 
postal service. 

Applications will cover both the Sep- 
tember 1 and November 3 elections. 
Mandrachia noted that the information 
will be important for individuals who 
dont plan to vote in the September pri- 
mary and only expect to participate in 
the federal election. 

She expressed confidence in absentee 
ballots, stating that they've been used 
throughout the country for many years 
and “are proven to be a save and reliable 
way to vote.’ She listed an incentive to 
make use of an absentee ballot this fall. 

“Because of COVID-19 many people 
have concerns about being in crowd- 
ed public places. South Hadley has a 


two dozen communities, recently shared 
its concerns with state legislators exam- 
ining remote learning and planning for 
the safe return to school buildings. 

WeMEAN believes that public ed- 
ucation is the foundation of our com- 
munities and our democracy and de- 
mands that the necessary steps be taken 
for public schools to emerge from these 
dark times even stronger. First, we must 
recover, and then we must thrive. 

To achieve that, parents, educators, 
community members and leaders must 
all work together to secure the federal 
funding that will be necessary to stabilize 
our state economy hard hit by the finan- 
cial impact of the coronavirus crisis. And 
our state leaders must properly allocate 
funding so that our public schools are 
fully supported. 

Understanding what that support en- 
tails will require the input from a broad 
range of stakeholders. This must include 
the often-overlooked input from teach- 
ers, education support professionals, 
counselors, nurses, and school staff - 
and of course students and their families. 
That is the only way to make sure that the 
myriad needs in our public education 
system are clearly understood by both 
decision makers and those most closely 
affected by education policy. 
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Thank you 
Dear God, 
Dear Jesus, 
St. Jude and 
Holy Spirit, 
for all 


my blessings. 
T.D.S. 


NOTICE 


Thank you 
Dear God, 
Dear Jesus, 
St. Jude and 
Holy Spirit, 
for prayers 
answered. 
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proud tradition of voting, and the high 
school is a very busy place every election 
day, said Mandrachia. “The Secretary 
of State’s Office, together with the Gov- 
ernor and the state legislature, wants to 
make sure that all voters know about 
absentee ballots and are able to easily 
choose that option if they wish.” 

Again, all registered voters should 
expect to receive an absentee ballot af- 
ter they are mailed out on July 15. If one 
does not receive a ballot, he or she is en- 
couraged to contact the the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts at 
sec.state.ma.us/ele or 1-800-462-VOTE. 

Before the conclusion of the July 1 
program, Mandrachia previewed what 
content the next edition of the program. 
All content can be found on SHCTV’s 
Facebook and Vimeo pages. 

“On our next program, I'll step you 
through the application itself to high- 
light what you need to fill in as well 
as what you need to leave blank,” said 
Mandrachia. “For now, just remember 
that you are receiving an application; 
not a ballot. Please hang on to it in case 
you decide you want to submit the ap- 
plication.” 


Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer and 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 


WeMEAN issues statement on making schools equitable 


Now is the time for all of us to resist 
the false narrative of failing schools; now 
is the time for all of us to seize the oppor- 
tunity to create a public education model 
that is transformational and progressive 
in its inclusivity; and now is the time for 
all of us to be vigilant about providing 
students with the education that they 
deserve and taking collective action to 
deliver that. 

As we move through a period of 
transitions toward an improved, re- 
vamped model of public education, it 
is also important that authentic teach- 
ing be allowed to flourish and that rigid 
standardized testing be placed on hold, 
if not outright dropped once and for 
all. Above all else, educators want our 
students to succeed and thrive, and that 
process looks quite different from stu- 
dent to student. Student success relies on 
teacher expertise, not on standardized 
test scores. We need a public education 
system that recognizes the unique needs 
of individual students and places more 
value on the personal relationships that 
spark learning than on tests that measure 
narrow skill sets. 

Now more than ever is the time to 
create public schools that are academi- 
cally strong, socially just and universally 
equitable. 








Correction 


In the College Notes section, Alex Richard 
Frank’s name was spelled incorrectly in the June 26 
issue of the Town Reminder. 
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Leadership, lack of oversight identified | in soldi lers Home investigation 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE - Fault has been found with 
the former management of the Holyoke 
Soldiers Home and the state Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs has resigned as a result of 
an independent report conducted by the 
Baker-Polito administration. 

In a news conference on Wednesday 
afternoon, Gov. Charlie Baker announced 
that an independent firm found that the 
Soldiers Home administration, led by for- 
mer Superintendent Bennett Walsh, failed 
to properly handle a coronavirus outbreak 
that led to many veterans in the home get- 
ting infected, with 76 deaths resulting. 

Once Walsh was removed and Baker 
placed new interim leadership at the home, 
things began to improve and there are cur- 
rently no residents or staff of the Soldiers 
Home with COVID-19. 

The report, written by Boston Attorney 
Mark Pearlstein, was 174 pages long and 
included more than 100 interviews with 
witnesses from staff to family members of 
veterans. 

In the summary, Pearlstein states that in 
addition to the 76 veterans who died from 
the coronavirus, 84 more veterans were in- 
fected and more than 80 staff members also 
tested positive. 


Big E cancelled 


SPRINGFIELD - The staff and trustees 
of Eastern States Exposition have made 
the decision to cancel the 2020 Big E for 
the safety of our fairgoers, staff, vendors, 
entertainers, exhibitors, sponsors, suppli- 
ers and the broader community according 
to a press release Monday. 

There is precedent in the Exposition’s 
104-year history when the fair was put 
on hold during WWI and for five years 
during WWII. They've made it through 
difficult times before...the Flood of 1936... 
the Hurricane of 1938 and, 9-11, and to- 
gether “we'll get through these unprec- 
edented times as well,’ according to the 
press release. 

“We know our faithful fairgoers will be 
disappointed,’ the release reads. “This de- 
cision was difficult and complex but we all 
know in our hearts that it’s the right thing 
to do for the health and safety of the 1.6 
million people who support us each year.” 

The next Big E will be from September 
17 to October 3, 2021. 

All purchases for the Zach Williams con- 
cert, scheduled for September 20, will be re- 
funded in full. The Big E Box Office will be 
contacting ticket purchasers directly. 
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Markers with small American Flags are placed at the base of the driveway to the 
Holyoke Soldiers Home. 76 veterans living at the facility have died, and a recent report 
places the blame on the previous administration. 


The report places the blame of the out- 
break on Walsh and his staff. 

“Superintendent Bennett Walsh and his 
clinical and administrative teams failed in 
their mission, or that the Commonwealth's 
oversight of the Home was insufficient,” 
the report states. “However, our analysis 
of the Homes preparations for response to 
COVID-19 in light of existing public health 
recommendations has identified substan- 


tial errors and failures by the Home's lead- 
ership that likely contributed to the death 
toll during the outbreak. 

“Indeed, some of the critical decisions 
made by Mr. Walsh and his leadership team 
during the final two weeks of March were 
utterly baffling from an infection-control 
perspective, and were inconsistent with the 
Home's mission to treat its veterans with 
honor and dignity. 


The report also found fault with the 
oversight, which included the Massachu- 
setts Department of Veterans Services. 

Veterans Services Secretary Francisco 
Urena was asked to resign Tuesday night 
prior to the report being made public. 
He gave his resignation, which Baker an- 
nounced he had accepted Wednesday. 

When the outbreak occurred, Walsh 
was placed on administrative leave and 
the Board of Directors at the home sought 
to have Walsh removed permanently. But 
Walsh cited a lack of due process since he 
could not have a proper hearing during the 
pandemic. A judge granted an injunction. 

The report stated that Walsh was not 
qualified to run the home in the first place. 

Among the faults the report found, two 
locked dementia units were used and veter- 
ans were placed in those units with varying 
COVID-19 statuses. There was a failure to 
properly isolate those that had COVID-19, 
delays in closing common spaces, and de- 
lays in testing when veterans were showing 
symptoms of the virus. 

Baker plans to have further discussion 
about the Soldiers Home and how to ad- 
dress the situation on a permanent basis. 
There is also a petition circulating in the re- 
gion seeking for the Baker-Polito adminis- 
tration to make major improvements to the 
facilities at the Soldiers Home. 


MASSPIRG Students part of nationwide 
effort register thousands 


REGION - As the nation’s largest and 
most diverse group of potential voters, 
young people will have the opportunity 
to shape the upcoming election. However, 
COVID-19 presents challenges to register- 
ing new voters. To that end, the Student 
PIRGs launched the New Voters Project, a 
nationwide effort to help register and mo- 
bilize the youth vote to turn out in Novem- 
ber. The kickoff featured a live streamed 
panel of student leaders and elected off- 
cials, including Washington Secretary of 
State Kim Wyman and Oregon Attorney 
General Ellen Rosenblum. 

More than 300 student interns and vol- 
unteers will join the Student PIRGs’ New 
Voters Project this summer, working in 
more than 15 states with college campuses, 
cities and states to make it easier and safer 
for their peers to vote in November during 
COVID-19. MASSPIRG Students is excit- 
ed to make Massachusetts schools major 
leaders in this effort. 

“While young people have varying in- 
terests, concerns and passions, making our 
voices heard this November is something 


ERA Laplante Real Estate 
adds new associate to team 


SOUTH HADLEY - ERA 
M. Connie Laplante Real Es- 
tate would like to introduce 
Katie Orszulak as a new mem- 
ber of our team. 

“Were delighted to have 
Katie join our award-winning 
team, said Steven Laplante, 
owner. ‘As a resident of South 
Hadley, it’s the perfect fit to 
have Katie join the number 
one Office in South Hadley.” 

Katie, while developing 
her real estate career, con- 
tinues to work as a certified 
Project Management Profes- 
sional (PMP) at MassMutual Financial 
Group. 

This professional experience instills in 
her the same skills required to provide the 
best experience when buying or selling a 
home - expert negotiation, transparent 
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and timely communication, 
and above all honesty and in- 
tegrity. Outside of real estate, 
she takes pride in giving back 
to the community that she was 
born and raised in a variety of 
ways. 

She is most proud of being 
a mother to her eight-year-old, 
Emmett, and six-year-old Juli- 
anna. 

As part of ERA M. Connie 
Laplante Real Estate, Katie is 
able to offer home buyers and 
sellers a wide variety of valuable 
products and services includ- 


ing home warranty plans, the ERA Sell- 
ers Security Plan and more throughout 
Hampshire, Hampden, Franklin counties 
and beyond through ERA‘ international 
referral network. 


we all can agree on, said Kate Murray, 
MASSPIRG Intern at Mt. Holyoke, “We are 
excited to work with a diverse group of stu- 
dent groups that represents our campus.’ 

The New Voters Project is working 
with a diverse coalition of campus groups 
to turn out the vote - from Offices of Civ- 
ic Engagement, to PanHellenic societies, 
to the Chancellors and Presidents. With 
COVID-19, the efforts will be mostly on- 
line and will emphasize safe voting prac- 
tices, like vote-by-mail. 

COVID-19 poses huge challenges to 
normal voter registration efforts. With 
many colleges and universities opting for 
online learning this fall due to COVID-19, 
young people have an opportunity to reach 
their peers in new and creative ways on- 
line. MASSPIRG is gearing up for a big 
phone bank and voter registration effort 
next week to launch the grassroots initia- 
tives, as well as continuing to work with 
First Year Experiences to talk to incoming 
Freshmen. 

MASSPIRGs interns and volunteers 
will organize virtual events for upcoming 
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primaries, work with other campus groups 
to prepare registration drives when school 
starts, and call on election officials to make 
voting safe during the pandemic. Later 
in the fall, they will organize large virtual 
trainings, panels and events around Na- 
tional Voter Registration Day, Vote Early 
Day and other key registration deadlines. 

The Student PIRGs New Voters Project 
is partnering with the Democracy Sum- 
mer, led by Rock the Vote, an effort that 
aims to register and mobilize 200,000 new 
voters over the summer. 

Despite young people historically turn- 
ing out in fewer numbers, Manny Rin, di- 
rector of Student PIRGs’ New Voters Proj- 
ect, is excited to change that in 2020. 

“Right now, young people are fired up 
-- going to protests and signing petitions. 
But we need to make sure we make our 
voices heard on Election Day as well,’ said 
Rin, “In an online world, young people are 
uniquely set up to organize others. It's time 
we show the country that we are Americas 
largest generation, and we vote!” 


For 
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To all of our members, 


patrons, families and friends 
we hope that you are all doing well. 


My beautiful 
daughter 
4/30/52 to 
4/4/2012 
Love you 
and miss you. 
Think of you 
everyday. 


The summer is here and we all want 


to enjoy it and we hope that you do, 


but most of all 


Please Stay Safe and Healthy. 


Enjoy and God Bless! 


AMERICAN LEGION POST 325 


22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA 





Love, Mom, 
Shannon & 
Matt, Bethany, 
Jeremy and 
Lindsay 
and all your 
grandchildren 
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Leave fireworks 
alone this year 


veryone loves a celebration with a bang. 

Whether it’s the pop of a champagne cork, 

the slam of car doors from anticipated 
party guests, to colorful and patriotic displays 
of fireworks, seemingly anything worth cele- 
brating ends up with some form of explosive 
behavior. And what's not to love? Especially 
on the Fourth of July, the celebration of our 
nation’s independence, there's something spe- 
cial about seeing prolonged, kaleidoscopic dis- 
plays of fireworks; about hearing the thunder- 
ous applause; about feeling the booms, pops 
and cracks, sometimes from miles away. 

Such celebrations truly are spectacular, full- 
body, sensory experiences. Especially when you 
dont have to work the next morning. But fire- 
works, being explosive, are also spectacularly 
dangerous even when handled appropriately, 
and this year, with restrictions placed on social 
gatherings, most permitted displays by licensed 
professionals have been canceled or postponed 
to a date to be determined. 

The state's Division of Fire Services and Fire 
Marshal Peter Ostroskey reminds residents that 
fireworks are illegal to possess and transport 
into Massachusetts, even if legally purchased 
elsewhere. More importantly, the week of the 
holiday is historically among the busiest times 
for fires and children younger than 15-years- 
of-age account for one-third of the severe burn 
injuries that require hospital visits. 

According to DFS data, in the past decade, 
there have been 858 major fires and explosions 
resulting in 12 civilian injuries, 40 fire service 
injuries and an estimated dollar loss of $2.9 mil- 
lion. 

Last year, on July 2, 2019, the Taunton Fire 
Department was called to a fire in a single-fam- 
ily home. The fire began while the homeowner 
was building wooden racks to launch illegal fire- 
works from his deck. The racks surrounded him 
on the deck. One of the fireworks exploded and 
set off many other fireworks. The detonations 
ignited the deck. Two days later on the Fourth 
of July, the Boston Fire Department was called 
to a fire in a three-unit apartment building. 
The fire was started by fireworks on the front 
porch. The following day, July 5, 2019, Boston 
Fire again responded to a three-unit apartment 
building when neighbors reported fireworks ig- 
nited a fire. The fire began on the back of one 
building and extended to another three-unit 
apartment building next door. Twenty people 
were displaced from their homes by the fires 
and damages were in excess of $700,000. 

More than a fire hazard, igniting fireworks 
also poses serious safety risks that can result in 
injury or death. Even when handled properly 
by professional crews, explosives don't always 
go off according to plan and the results can be 
catastrophic. 

According to DFS data, from 2010 to 2019, 
37 people have been treated at Massachusetts 
emergency rooms for severe burn injuries from 
fireworks — burns covering 5 percent or more 
of the body. Thirty-three percent were children 
age 14 or younger. An additional 22 percent 
were youth aged 15-24. The youngest victim 
was a 7-month old boy. Victims are scarred for 
life. 

Last year, a 29-year old Charlton man re- 
ceived burns to 9 percent of his body and 
puncture wounds to his back from a fireworks 
explosion. State Police confiscated a large cache 
of illegal fireworks from his home. A 4-year-old 
Boston girl received severe burns to her hand 
when grabbing a lit sparkler someone else was 
holding. 

The possession and use of all fireworks 
by private citizens is illegal in Massachusetts. 
This includes Class C fireworks, which are 
sometimes falsely called “safe and sane” fire- 
works. Class C fireworks include sparklers, 
party poppers, snappers, firecrackers, spin- 
ners and cherry bombs. Sparklers burn at 
1,800 F or higher. It is illegal to transport fire- 
works into Massachusetts, even if they were 
purchased legally elsewhere. Illegal fireworks 


Please see FIREWORKS, page 6 
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Weed less by planting groundcovers 


It’s amazing the amount of 
growth crabgrass can put on in 
just a matter of weeks. Although 
it feels like I was just out there 
weeding, I must admit that some 
of my gardens are inundated with 
it. Had I been a better mulcher 
this past spring, it’s likely I 
wouldn’t have this problem. Un- 
fortunately, however, mulch is 
only a temporary solution to our 
weeds. To really be effective in 
our Ornamental gardens it must 
be “refreshed” or top-dressed 
each year. This can amount to 
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IN THE 
GARDEN 


leaves are produced on shoots 
that root easily along the sur- 
face of the soil. In no time at all 
a thick mat will form, choking 
out weeds and even desirable 
plants in its path. Cut back hard 
or even mow to keep in check. 
Quarter-sized violet blue flowers 
cover the foliage in late spring. 
Divide anytime but remember to 
water transplants well until they 
are established. 

Lamium or dead nettle is an- 
other groundcover of interest. 
Both its flowers and variegat- 











a great expense if large areas of 
the yard need to be covered. In- 
stead of mulching so much con- 
sider using groundcovers. When used ap- 
propriately they can keep down the weeds 
and add another dimension of interest to the 
landscape. Best of all, there is one to fit ev- 
ery situation: sun or shade, wet or dry! 

One of my favorite groundcovers 1s Ajuga 
or bugle weed. It smothers weeds by quickly 
forming a dense carpet of foliage. The most 
common type has burgundy leaves and me- 
dium blue flower spikes in late spring. Var- 
1egated varieties are also available as are 
those that bloom in white or pink. It hugs the 
ground except when in flower. Plant in sun or 
partial shade anywhere that the soil remains 
evenly moist. Spring or fall division is fine; 
set new clumps nine inches or more apart. 

Another very effective yet underused 
groundcover is sweet woodruff. Galium odo- 
ratum grows to a height of six to eight inches. 
Leaves are shiny green, and grow in delicate 
whorls. When crushed they release a vanilla 
fragrance. For this reason sweet woodruff 
was a popular strewing herb during Eliza- 
bethan times. It also is the main ingredient 
in May wine. Tiny, star-shaped flowers are 
delightful in May and June. Plant in a shady 
spot where moisture is sufficient. Divisions 
are best made in the spring months. 

Periwinkle or vinca is a well-known 
groundcover suitable to many locations in 
the landscape. As long as your soil is well- 
drained periwinkle will thrive there, wheth- 
er it be in sun or shade. Shiny, dark green 


Roberta McQua 


id ed foliage make it worthy or 
cultivation. The term “dead” 
refers to the plants inability 
to inflict pain when touched, unlike the 
other nettle, which of course is aptly 
named stinging nettle. My two favorite 
forms of this plant have yellow flowers. 
Yellow archangel forms more clumps, 
reaching the height of 10 inches, whereas 
*Variegatum’ spreads quickly by runners 
and grows about 14 inches tall. Both have 
splotched foliage and unique, hooded 
blooms in late spring. When planted in 
full sun dead nettle requires moist soil. In 
shadier locales it tolerates dry soil very 
well. Utilize it under shade trees where 
grass will not grow. Underplant with late 
blooming tulips or daffodils for an in- 
credible show. 

For more information on these and oth- 
er groundcovers, consult “Herbs in Bloom” 
by Jo Ann Gardner (Timber Press, $24.95). 
Great pictures and detailed cultural informa- 
tion will reinvigorate you, even this late in 
the season, and even if crabgrass has got the 
best of your garden. 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff horti- 
culturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She en- 
Joys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 


always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 
this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for the Town Reminder, please email 
townreminder@turley.com. 
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A QUOTE 
of NOTE 


6¢ With the 


restrictions we have 


for COVID-19, and so 


many things we can’t 
do or look forward 
to, this is something 
that is always moving 
forward and always 
getting a little bit 
bigger every time 
I stop by to see it. 
Time will pass, [the 
pandemic] will end, 
and we’ll be in a big, 
new building soon. 


9) 


Leslie Hennessey, Executive 
Director of the Council on Aging 
in the story “Work in progress, 
South Hadley senior center 
construction making strides.” 
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Wettersm tos thes Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad- 
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au- 
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def- 
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon. 

Please email (preferred) 
letters to townreminder@ 
turley.com. Mailed letters 
can be sent to Town Re- 
minder, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 
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senator Lesser joins colleagues to pass elections bill 
for voting safety during COVID-19 


BOSTON - Senator Eric P. Lesser 
joined colleagues in the Senate on June 16 
to unanimously pass legislation to expand 
voter access and address safety for all re- 
maining 2020 elections, including the 
September 1, 2020 state primary and No- 
vember 3, 2020 general election, in light of 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Sena- 
tor Lesser acted as the lead Senate spon- 
sor and authored an amendment that was 
adopted establishing a mail ballot request 
online portal for residents. The bill was 
originally filed in the House by Represen- 
tative Michael J. Moran, Second Assistant 
Majority Leader, and Representative John 
J. Law, co-chair of the Joint Committee 
on Election Laws, in collaboration with a 
large coalition of voting-rights organiza- 
tions. 

The bill, An Act relative to voting op- 
tions in response to COVID-19, would, 
for the first time in state history, give all 
eligible residents the opportunity to vote 
early for the state primary and general 
election, allow residents to vote-by-mail, 
and expand absentee ballot access. 


STORMS from page 1 


ver Street, College View Heights, Hadley 
Street, South Sycamore Knolls, North Syc- 
amore Knolls, Sycamore Knolls, Sycamore 
Park and sections of the Mount Holyoke 
College campus were among the most 
heavily hit roads. 

After weeks without rain, torrential 
downpours saturated and loosened the 
soil. Unusually heavy gusts compound- 
ed the problem; Calkins described the 
unique phenomenon that unfolded in 
South Hadley on Monday between 3 and 
5:30 p.m. 

“The winds definitely came from north 
to south, which is not normal. That's the 
opposite of what we normally get for 
wind. From what I’ve been told, trees are 
accustomed to wind direction; you add 
that to the substantial rain. It was just 
different to everybody the way the trees 
broke and were uprooted; very healthy 
trees,’ said Calkins. 

Fortunately, no injuries were sustained 
as a result of the storm. Multiple trees, 
however, fell into or struck buildings, and 
large parts of Evergreen Cemetery were 
covered by broken limbs. 

First responders reacted immediately 
to reports of damage on June 29, as calls 
flooded the two dispatchers at the police 
station on Bridge St. Calkins analyzed the 
department's response to the situation. 

“We just cleared roads as best as pos- 





All across District 2, trees were split or 
uprooted following Monday afternoon’s 
storm. 


“Voting is a sacred constitutional right 
and we have an obligation to make sure 
our elections will be conducted safely,” 
said Senator Lesser. “COVID-19 has dis- 
rupted our way of life. A lot has changed 
and a lot has closed, but there is one thing 
about our society that cannot be canceled, 
delayed, or changed. On the first Tuesday 
of November, we vote for our leaders. 
Through wars, pandemics, and natural 
disasters, the American people and the 
people of Massachusetts vote. That is a 
sacred right and it is the foundational 
right on which every right depends. This 
legislation lays out a clear process for 
making sure the 2020 elections are con- 
ducted safely and with maximum partic- 
ipation.” 

The bill does the following: 

Implements an early vote-by-mail sys- 
tem: An application to receive an early 
voting ballot will be mailed to all regis- 
tered voters by July 15, 2020. The Secre- 
tary will then mail another application for 
the general election in the voter booklet 
sent out in the fall. Both applications and 


sible. We went to all of the houses that 
had potential limbs or trees that either hit 
the house or the service lines. We were 
communicating with South Hadley police 
with that list [of damaged properties] to 
prioritize for [South Hadley Electric Light 
Department] because, obviously, they 
cant get to everything, said Calkins. 

While fire trucks are equipped with 
saws, first responders could not remove 
all of the downed trees immediately. Em- 
phasizing that “you're never too big to 
get hurt by electricity,’ Calkins and his 
colleagues waited for clearance from the 
electric light department. 

“It's so important for people not to go 
near the trees once theyre down because 
there could be lines involved,’ he said. 
“Even if it's a cable or telephone, all lines 
are considered ‘hot, meaning electricity. 
You dont know what else they're touch- 
ing. There could be a limb that pushed the 
primary or secondary wires into those so 
we, as firefighters, consider all lines to be 
‘hot’ until a professional comes on scene 
and says, ‘Guys, continue because this is 
safe.” 

Calkins acknowledged that the line- 
men are running on fumes but voiced his 
opinion that, “SHELD is one of the best 
electric light departments in the area.” He 
went on to thank all of the town employ- 
ees that assisted the 15 District 2 firefight- 
ers who responded to three pages of calls 
during Monday’s storm. 

“One good thing about this town is 
that when the emergencies happen, every- 
body works together; the DPW, the police, 
the water departments, the fire depart- 
ments, Electric Light. It's a small enough 
community that everyone knows we have 
to get the roads cleared,’ said Calkins. 

On a side note, Calkins reminded res- 
idents to call 911 during emergencies in- 
stead of the fire station itself. He clarified 
why one must always call dispatch even if 
only to report damages caused by fallen 
trees. 

“We cant stress enough that emergen- 
cies should go through the right chan- 
nels, and 911 is the right way to do it, 
said Calkins. “The dispatchers at the po- 
lice department are trained for emergen- 
cy medical dispatching and prioritizing 
and knowing what to do at the time. They 
knew we were all out [on call] so they 
would communicate with either myself 
or my radio operator on what's going on.” 

Calkins believes that gusts on Monday 
afternoon may have reached 60 miles per 
hour but does not yet have the data neces- 
sary to evaluate the storm. Regardless of 
what the statistics are, Calkins is sure that 
Monday's storm was one to remember. 

“T've been involved in a lot of storms. 
This came and went pretty quick, but 
these winds were something else,” he said. 


Dalton Zbierski is a Staff Writer and 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 


ballots will be postage paid. 

Creates early voting for the primary 
and expands early voting periods: For the 
first time in Massachusetts, early voting 
will be available for the state primary, to 
take place from Saturday, August 22, 2020 
through Friday, August 28, 2020. Early 
voting for the general election would take 
place from Tuesday, October 17, 2020 to 
Friday, October 30, 2020. Early voting 
hours would vary according to the size 
of the municipality in order to give vot- 
ers ample opportunity to participate while 
not overburdening small towns’ election 
departments. Voters may return their 
early voting ballot in the mail, in a secure 
drop box, or in person. 

Tasks the Secretary of State with cre- 
ating an online portal: The bill requires 
Secretary Galvin’s office to create an on- 
line portal by October 1, 2020 to make it 
as easy as possible for people to apply for 
general election early voting ballots elec- 
tronically. 

Expands absentee voting: The bill pro- 
vides for absentee voting by any person 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. African nation 

7.__ fi (slang) 

10. Not arranged 
according to size 

12. A demand for a 
show of hands in 
a card game 

13. Having a play 
of lustrous 
rainbowlike colors 

14. Panama has one 

15. Taking legal 
action 

16. Top of the body 

17. Part of (abbr.) 

18. Soul and calypso 
song 

19. Murres 

21. Irish river 

22. Accepts as true 

27. The Bay State 

28. 1950s Hollywood 
icon 

33. Blood type 


34. In a way, 
became lost 

36. Large primate 

37. A spongelike 
cake leavened 
with yeast 

38. Mama __, folk 
singer 

39. Visual metaphor 
(computers) 

AO. Trim by cutting 

41. Small group of 
people 

44. Pulitzer-winning 
scientist 

45. Unique S. 
American 
mammal 

48. Energy, style and 
enthusiasm 

49. One who works 
for you 

50. Snakelike fish 

51. Consumers 


taking precautions related to COVID-19. 
Voters may also return absentee ballots 
via a secure drop box. 

Provides tools to assist clerks: Ac- 
knowledging the increased burden these 
options may place on municipalities and 
clerks, the bill also provides for several 
accommodations to make the logistics 
of processing votes easier. The legislation 
allows for tabulating ballots prior to elec- 
tion day, and it offers pre-addressed en- 
velopes to voters, so their applications go 
directly to their clerk's office. 

Makes in-person voting more efh- 
cient: The bill allows municipalities to 
consolidate polling places and eliminate 
the check-out table at these locations, al- 
lowing for a more efficient process and 
fewer poll workers. It also expands who is 
eligible to serve as a poll worker, knowing 
that many current volunteers are seniors 
who may feel less comfortable working in 
public during COVID-19. 

The legislation must now be reconciled 
with the Massachusetts House of Repre- 
sentatives. 


All across 
upper South 
Hadley, dozens 
of town 
and private 
«| workers spent 
=. _»,-| the week 
~“<)) removing trees 
that fell on 
June 29. 
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CLUES DOWN 

1. Cylindrical sacs 

2. Extinct North 
Germanic 
language 

3. Late rocker Allman 

4. Word element 
meaning ear 

5. Amino acid (abbr.) 

6. Promotions 

7. Actress Lathan 

8. Clothed 

9. Unwell 

10. Loosen 

11. Cephalopod 
mollusks 

12. _ at Obdurata: 
Harmful papal 
bull 

14. Musical 
composition 

17. Irish bar 

18. Greek island 

20. Afflict 

23. Goes by 


24. Ambience 

20. Video game 
manufacturer 

26. Surplus Marketing 
Administration 

29. Football position 

30. Electronic musical 
style (abbr.) 

31. Furniture with 
open shelves 

32. Clouds of gas in 
outer space 

35. Indian midwife 

36. Packers’ signal 
caller 

38. Secret political 
clique 

40. Cry weakly 

41.Gomer __, marine 

42. Academic Bill of 
Rights 

43. Negatives 

44. Hip hop icon Kool 
Moe ___ 
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project will be completed by April 2021. 
The COA is currently basing its opera- 
tions out of St. Theresa of Lisieux Parish 
on East Parkview Drive, but has disal- 
lowed visitors due to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

Despite the difficulties that the pan- 
demic brought about, COA employees 
and South Hadley seniors remain en- 
thusiastic regarding the new center. It is 
Hennesseys hope that the state-of-the- 
art facility will open not long after the 
COVID-19 threat is vanquished. 

“It feels really exciting to go down 
there and look at that progress,’ she 
said. “With the restrictions we have for 
COVID-19, and so many things we cant 
do or look forward to, this is something 
that is always moving forward and always 
getting a little bit bigger every time I stop 
by to see it. Time will pass, [the pandem- 
ic] will end, and we'll be in a big, new 
building soon.” 

Hennessey is not the only resident 
that is enthused by rate the of the project. 
Selectboard Chair Jeff Cyr spoke briefly 
on the subject during the board’s June 30 
meeting. 

“The project is coming along nicely,’ 
he said. “If anyone has had an opportuni- 
ty to drive by, it’s starting to spring out of 
the ground, which is great to see. I believe 
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sj South Hadley Senior Center 





With construction on the new senior center flowing swimmingly, 
the state-of-the-art facility is still expected to open on target in 


2021. 


the project is still on schedule as planned.” 

Hennessey added that a number of res- 
idents have called or messaged her, shar- 
ing their observations of the construction 
site. Heavy equipment and mounds of dirt 
fill the property, but in the near future a 
$7.7 million facility will welcome the 
towns seniors. 

“I invite folks to go down there and 
just look at it and envision what the fu- 
ture will be like. Not only are we going to 
all be back together, we're all going to be 
back together in a building that’s designed 
for older adults,’ said Hennessey, alluding 
to the old center, which was built to be a 


ARCHITECTURE & ENGINEERING 
te 
eam 
SENIOR DESIGN CONSULTANT 


lifespan 
design studio 





CIVIL ENGINEERING 


4's MILONE & 
+” MACBROOM 





OWNER'S PROJECT MANAGER 
[Colliers rs 


$$ _—____ 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


Soulicre & Zepks 
onstruction Co., Ine. 


Photos by Dalton Zbierski 
Center. 


schoolhouse in the 1920s. 

“Were going to open this beautiful 
building, and it’s going to be ready,’ she 
continued. “It’s going to be new and shiny; 
were going to have some of our standard 
and well-loved programs. Then, we'll be 
able to branch out into some newer pro- 
gramming in bigger spaces; spaces that 
were designed for that. I hope people are 
looking forward to that.” 

In the meantime, the COA is hard at 
work, coordinating meal services and 
facilitating a variety of virtual programs. 
Hennessey is unsure of when exactly se- 
niors will be able to access St. Theresa's 
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That means using terminology that recognizes that substance use disorder 
is a chronic illness, not a moral failing, and people can and do recover. 


Join Us! Go to our website & Facebook page for more information. 


We pledge to treat all people with a substance 
use disorder with dignity and respect. 


We pledge to talk about addiction as a chronic 


illness, not a moral failing. 


We pledge to be leaders in reducing stigma 
and promoting recovery from this disease. 





Prevention. Treatment. Recovery. 


Baystate 
niin Health 


ADVANCING CARE. 
ENHANCING LIVES. 


Construction is underway at the Fulton Street and Dayton Street 
property which will be home to the new South Hadley Senior 
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again, but emphasized that the staff can 
still be reached remotely. 

“Everything is running smoothly. We 
were able to add on telephone and con- 
ferencing to our Zoom programs, said 
Hennessey. “That opened them up to even 
more older adults in the community; folks 
who dont necessarily have computers but 
do have a phone and are able to be a part 
of the conversation. Were all still working 
and the staff will do call backs and emails.” 


Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer and 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 
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must be confiscated on the spot. 

This year, there is much to celebrate, particularly as the 
J state is seemingly making progress in the fight against the 
novel coronavirus. Celebrate explosively with friends and 
family, following public health guidelines, of course. Just 
leave the real explosives behind and give our emergency 
responders a break. Together, let's have a safe, healthy and 
happy Fourth of July. 


What we say and how we say it makes a difference. 


NON-STIGMATIZING LANGUAGE 


Person with a substance use disorder 


Babies with an opioid dependency 


Substance use disorder or addiction 
Use, misuse 
Risky, unhealthy, or heavy use 


Person in recovery 
Abstinent 
Not drinking or taking drugs 


Treatment or medication for addiction 
Medication for Opioid Use 
Disorder/Alcohol Use Disorder 


Positive, negative (toxicology screen results) 


STIGMATIZING LANGUAGE 


e Substance abuser or drug abuser 
Alcoholic 
Addict 
User 
Abuser 
Drunk 
Junkie 


'e Addicted Babies/Born addicted 
Drug habit 


Abuse 
Problem 


Clean 


Substitution or replacement therapy 
Medication-Assisted Treatment 








Clean: dirty 








@&  Grayken Center 
for Addiction 


Boston Medical Center 


www.ghsua.org | facebook.com/QHSUA/ 
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COLLEGE NOTES 


Students named to 
the University of Vermont 
Dean’s List 


BURLINGTON, VT - To be named to 
the dean’s list, students must have a grade- 
point average of 3.0 or better and rank in 
the top 20 percent of their class in their re- 
spective college or school. Taylor Gelinas 
andAlexandra Swetland, both of South 
Hadley. 


Students Earn Degrees from 
the University of Vermont 


BURLINGTON, VT— Some 3,183 
students were awarded degrees during 
the University of Vermont's 220th com- 
mencement ceremonies. The class’ ac- 
ademic achievement was saluted online 
with remarks from UVM President Suresh 
Garimella, Vermont Governor Phil Scott, 
and university and state leaders. 

Locally, Delaney Pluta of Granby and 
Alexandra Swetland of South Hadley were 
among those who graduated. 

Since 1791, the University of Vermont 
has worked to move humankind forward. 
Committed to both research and teaching, 
UVM professors, world-class researchers, 
scholars and artists, bring their discover- 
ies into the classroom and their students 
into the field. Located in Burlington, Ver- 


OML COMPLAINT from page 1 


to become something to tear the board 
apart, then let's wait until next week [for 
discussion]. Again, Bruce, you're laugh- 
ing, and I don’ think that it’s funny. I don't 
understand why you want to cause a prob- 
lem over this issue when were trying to do 
something positive’ 

Forcier said he did not sign the letter 
because it was not appropriately released, 
which led him to file the subsequent com- 
plaint. 

He added he endorsed the philoso- 
phies that the letter promotes and felt as 
though his character is under attack for 
his actions. 

“I object to the comment ‘tear the 
board apart,” said Forcier, speaking di- 
rectly to Etelman. “The racist hatred that 
was put on me; youre fine with that?” 

Etelman stated that she hasn't “seen 
any of that,’ and Cyr seconded her obser- 
vation. Selectboard member Christopher 





mont, one of the nations most vibrant 
small cities and top college towns, UVM is 
a Public Ivy and top 100 national research 
university educating 10,700 undergradu- 
ate students, 1,627 graduate students, 776 
certificate and non-degree students, and 
478 M.D. students in the Larner College 
of Medicine. 


Tess Gauthier Receives 
Degree from Georgia Tech 


ATLANTA, GA - Tess Gauthier of 
South Hadley, has earned a Master of 
Science in Electrical and Computer En- 
gineering from the Georgia Institute of 
Technology in Atlanta. 

Gauthier was among approximately 
4,050 undergraduate and graduate stu- 
dents who earned degrees during the 
Spring 2020 semester. 

One of the nation’s leading research 
universities, the Georgia Institute of Tech- 
nology is in the business of Creating the 
Next--the next idea, the next technology, 
and the next legion of agile minds well 
equipped to imagine and engineer our 
future. More than 36,000 undergraduate 
and graduate students are enrolled, and 
Georgia Tech is ranked in the nation’s top 
five public universities by U.S. News and 
World Report. For more information visit 
www.gatech.edu. 


Geraghty spoke, however, in defense of 
Forcier. 

“I had heard from some upset resi- 
dents and I just encourage them to reach 
out to Bruce directly rather than [make 
secondhand comments], he said. “Then 
again, I did get a lot of emails in support 
of us submitting the statement.” 

Etelman also thanked the residents 
of South Hadley for backing the board’s 
June 24 statement. She explained that the 
board has received an “avalanche of sup- 
port” applauding the letter. 

“They were all positive and supportive 
letters thanking the Selectboard for taking 
a stand and for encouraging and demand- 
ing that the town continue to look at what 
we can do better, how we can do better, 
and I am committed to standing with our 
residents who want us to do better,’ said 
Etelman. 

More information pertaining to the 
complaint is expected to be publicized in 
the coming days or weeks. 


Greenhouse 
Family Our Farmstand Is NOW OPEN! 


Operated Qur Own Beets, Leeks, Carrots, Radishes, 
Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, 
Squashes & Strawberries 


Family 






New Local Vendors: 


Coffee, Gourmet Oils, Health Shots, 





Fresh Polish Foods, 


French Meat Pies & Turkey Pies, 






Jams, Jellies & Spices 





Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby 





Open: 


413-467-3794 _£ 


8am-7pm www.dickinsonsfarm.com 
Most Major Credit Cards Accepted © Sorry No Checks ¢ Gift Certificates Available 





NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


- Landscape Design Services 
¢ Sheds « Decks + Painting 


413-813-9655 
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Living through history 


Local elementary 
students share their 
thoughts on COVID-19 


SOUTH HADLEY - Much like 
the rest of the world, children have 
gone through the pandemic and are 
experiencing history being made 
from their homes. 


By Keller McMahon 
Corona we can get through this 
Corona we are strong 
Stay strong and stay safe 


By Zivile Pagan 
I want Corona to stop, when will it stop. 
I want to go back to places and play 
with my friends. 
The only thing is when will it stop! 


By Nora Proulx 
Care for all the sick people 
Outstanding people helping others 
Ready, set go! Who will get the toilet 

paper first? 

On the hunt for cleaning supplies 
Never ever touch your face 
Anywhere you go, six feet apart 


Very sick people dying 

Incredible people 

Rough times 

Unbelievable times 

Super bored when youre at home 


By Sierra Edwards 
Homework 
One step at a time 
More time together 
Enjoying family 


By Ava MacDonald 
School's closed-can't see friends. 
Worried we wont go back to school. 
Doing homework is a struggle. 


By Sam Galik 
We are staying home. 
The virus is very bad. 
Stay home and be safe. 


WERE OPEN... 
and Phase II ready; 


Now Taking 
Appointments. 


Third graders from Mosier Elemen- 
tary School were tasked with a writing 
assignment about their thoughts and 
feelings surrounding COVID-19, ac- 
cording to teacher Allyson Saul. 

This poem could be in any form the 
students wished and submissions in- 
cluded haiku, acrostic, shape, free verse 
and rhyming poems. The assignment 
was created by Leah McCarthy. 


By Simon Lorenz 

I do not like the coronavirus. 
I do not like not playing with 

my friends. 
I do not like wearing a mask. 
I do not like that I can't see 

family members. 
I do not like people dying. 
I do not like school work at home. 


I do like the warm weather. 

I do like my dog. 

I do like my family. 

I do like playing outside. 

I do like technology so I can see 
my friends and teachers. 

I do like watching movies with popcorn. 

I do like watching netflix. 

And I think I do actually like going 
to school. 

I miss life before coronavirus. 


By Nolan Brown 
It is the year 2020 
I’ve been stuck at home for weeks 
Sometimes I’m low in the valleys 
Other times I’m high on the peaks 


I can't go to school 

I want to see my friends 
I hate Coronavirus 

I can't wait till it ends 


When this is over 

I will ride my bike 

I will have fun doing that 

Maybe I will do it with my dad's 
buddy Mike 








fis 
Dr. Steven A. Markow, O.D. 





Were in your neighborhood 


7 HADLEY STREET, SOUTH HADLEY 
(Route 47 across from the Village Commons) 


(413) 536-6100 
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Valley Wheel gets ready for July 9 start 
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Valley Wheel League rookie players lineup to take fly balls. 


WSU planning 
Owl Golf 
Tournament 


WESTFIELD - Registration 
for the 14th Annual Owl Club 
Golf Tournament is now open. 

The tournament proceeds 
support Westfield State Uni- 
versity varsity athletics and is 
slated for Monday, August 3, 
2020, at The Ranch Golf Club 
in Southwick, Mass. 

“Feedback from our alumni 
and regular players was over- 
whelming that they wanted us 
to run the tournament again 
this year, even in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic,’ said 
Associate Athletic Director 
Dave Caspole. “We consulted 
with the Ranch, and campus 
officials, and given that golf 
is an outdoor activity that can 
be conducted within the state's 
reopening phases, we'll run the 
tournament in the safest, most 
socially-distant ways we can 
while following all of the state 
and local guidelines’’ 

The tournament will feature 
an individual cart for each play- 
er, and the start is scheduled to 
have tee times rather than the 
typical shotgun start in order 
to limit the size of groups gath- 
ering. A maximum of 18 four- 


Please see GOLF, page 11 
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Photos by Gregory A. Scibell 
League veterans hit fly balls to the rookies at the June 28 practice at Blunt Park in 


August. 






infield. 


making a catch. 


SPRINGFIELD - The Valley Wheel Over- 
30 Baseball League has one final tryout on 
July 5 at 12 noon at Blunt Park in Springfield. 
The league still needs players as it plans to 
resume play with the first game scheduled 
for Thursday, July 9, and continuing through 





Josh Catter throws the ball back to the 


Steve Scibelli follows through ona throw after 


Questions still surrounding 
athletics return this fall 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION - A fall season is 
being planned for, but it is still 
unclear what one might look 
like under the new landscape of 
a COVID-19 “new normal?” 

According to numerous 
sources, Massachusetts is just 
one of a few states that is on a 
good track to lowering the infec- 
tion rate of the coronavirus and 
keeping the healthcare system 
from being overloaded. 

But as individuals wish to 
“head back on the field,” it leaves 
a lot of questions, which are 
jointly being considered by high 
schools and the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Associ- 
ation. 

Their first move was to 
postpone the use of MaxPreps 
as a ranking system for teams. 
It is supposed to a method 
used to provide uniformity as 
the state goes to a statewide 
tournament system and elimi- 
nates the sectional tournament 
format. 

In Massachusetts, summers 
sports like baseball are looking 
to open up as part of Phase 3 and 
hold some type of competition. 

But schools have still re- 
ceived a lot of guidance for how 


things will need to look in the 
fall, leaving a number of schools 
to consider whether a portion of 
their learning will be done re- 
motely, as it was done during the 
past three and a half months. 

Schools closer to Boston and 
possibly schools with larger pop- 
ulations like in Springfield will 
have to more seriously consider 
online options for school. The 
MIAA will then have to consid- 
er what that will do for eligibili- 
ty requirements to play a sport. 
They will also have to consider 
transportation and other ele- 
ments. 

Normally, an individual must 
attend school by a certain time 
in order to be eligible to practice 
or participate in a contest that 
day. Many teams also require a 
player participate in practice the 
day before in order to be eligible 
to play. But if a player is not re- 
quired to physically be in school, 
how will that be handled by the 
MIAA? 

The “New Normal” until a 
vaccine has been secured for 
the coronavirus will still likely 
involve requiring individuals to 
wear masks or face coverings 
and to socially distance whenev- 
er possible. 

In certain sports, like foot- 
ball, contact is inevitable. Foot- 


ball also draws large crowds on a 
Friday night, and those will need 
to be controlled as well. 

The MIAA has already ap- 
pointed a COVID-19 Task Force 
that is looking at many of these 
issues. The Task Force has not 
held a formal meeting like many 
of the MIAA sub-committees, 
but has issued some different 
guidance on opening sports. 

The Pioneer Valley is rep- 
resented on the committee by 
Carol Kruser, the principal of 
Chicopee High School. 

Among the measures that 
have been brought forward so 
far: Schools will have the right 
to choose how their academ- 
ic eligibility for the fall will be 
based on since formal grading 
was set aside during the final 
three months of the school year. 
Chemical health suspensions 
are being waived for the spring. 
Anyone currently serving any 
type of suspension will receive 
credit for “time served” for the 
spring season. 

As of press time, the fall 
season is scheduled to start on 
Monday, Aug. 24. Football prac- 
tices will begin on Friday, Aug. 
21. A Q&A done by the MIAA 
also states that championship 
venues are set to host games this 
fall as of now. 


www.sports.turley.com 


PVSSL ready 
to play at 
Start of 
Phase 3 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION - The Pioneer Val- 
ley Summer Soccer League is 
starting to take shape, and if 
all goes according to plan, the 
league will be able to start up just 
after the Fourth of July holiday. 

Registration has now closed 
for the league for the summer 
and the full schedule of games is 
being finalized. 

Gov. Charlie Baker wanted 
two weeks of data from Phase 2, 
part 2, which was centered on al- 
lowing limited indoor dining. 

Phase 3, at minimum, could 
have started earlier this week be- 
fore the slight delay. But trends 
have continued to be positive 
in Massachusetts, as well as the 
nearby Tri-State area. 

Once league play begins, it 
will go through the month of July 
and into early August with the 
same eight-team playoff format. 

League Commissioners Chris 
and Diana Kolodziey were ada- 
mant since May they wanted to 
have a season, even if it was de- 
layed or a bit shorter. 

The exact game schedule was 
not available as of press time, but 
it could be anywhere from six to 
10 games. The normal regular 
season schedule has often been 
10 or 11 games. Kolodziey said 
while the high school league 
rarely played games on the week- 
end, weekends would be utilized 
this summer in order to fit in as 
many games as possible. 

One difference than in pre- 
vious years due to many obvious 
reasons related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The A_ Division for high 
school boys will consist of many 
teams that are normally involved, 
including Ludlow, Belchertown, 
Agawam, Wilbraham, and Chi- 
copee. Pittsfield and Enfield are 
among newcomers to the league 
this year. 

In the girls A Division, West 
Springfield, last year’s champi- 
on, leads a field that includes 
Agawam, South Hadley, Mon- 
son, Ludlow, Wilbraham, and 
Belchertown. Enfield joins the 
league for the first time. 

In the B Division, there are 
usually more teams. There are 
much fewer this summer. The 
Boys league has 12 teams. Palm- 
er, South Hadley, Ludlow C, 
Agawam, Belchertown, and Wil- 
braham all have B teams. Enfield 
also joins with a B team. 

The girls B Division will also 
feature a new Enfield team, along 
with Chicopee Comp, Gran- 
by, Wilbraham B, Ludlow B, 
Belchertown B, Agawam B, and 


Please see PVSSL, pagel 1 
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Photo by Dalton Zbierski 


Stop & Shop’s “Food for Friends” campaign donated $42,000 to the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts during the COVID-19 pandemic to help those in need. 


Stop & Shop donates to 
Food Bank of Western Mass 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


REGION - During the months that 
have encompassed the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, the Food Bank of Western Mas- 
sachusetts has been a pivotal resource 
for thousands of residents. The massive 
operation recently benefited from Stop 
& Shop's “Food for Friends” campaign to 
the tune of $42,442. 

“We are proud of the strong relation- 
ship that Stop & Shop and the Food Bank 
has forged over the past 30 years,’ said 
Maura O’Brien, the grocer chain's man- 
ager of external communications and 
community relations. “For every dollar 
donated, the Food Bank is able to provide 
the equivalent of four meals to those in 
need. This donation will allow the Food 
Bank to provide 170,000 meals across our 
communities.’ 

Located in Hadley, the Food Bank is 
a critical meal source for dozens of food 
pantries and distribution programs spread 
across western Massachusetts. Lillian 
Baulding serves as Communications and 
Engagement Officer for the Food Bank; 
she explained how the operation works. 

“We partner with food pantries and 
meal sites in the region and provide food 
that they, in turn, can distribute to their 
clients. The food will also go out through 
our Mobile Food Bank program,’ said 
Baulding. “We distribute in food deserts 
in the region with Stop & Shop's support. 
We provide free foods in various loca- 
tions throughout all four counties of the 
region.’ 

Over the course of three decades, 
Stop & Shops donations have enabled the 
Food Bank to purchase millions of meals. 
As the economy succumbs to one of the 
countrys worst pandemics, and unem- 
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ployment rates soar, Stop & Shop's con- 
tributions are taking on new significance. 

“Stop & Shop is committed to erad- 
icating hunger in the communities we 
serve, said O’Brien. “Across the North- 
east, we work year-round to support our 
regional food bank partners, local food 
pantries, and schools in need to provide 
assistance to members of our community 
who are food insecure.” 

As a result of this year’s “Food for 
Friends” campaign, Stop & Shop donat- 
ed over $1.3 million to facilities in Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New York and New Jersey. Baulding com- 
mended the business for its unwavering 
dedication to the community. 

“Stop & Shop has been a long-time 
supporter of the Food Bank. Theyve 
been very philanthropic in terms of how 
they do relieve food insecurity in the 
region, she said. “Aside from this do- 
nation, through the Stop & Shop Family 
Foundation, they also support our Mo- 
bile Food Bank initiative. They're also 
the sponsors for our annual “Will Bike 
4 Food” cycling event. They ve been so 
supportive, and we cant thank them 
enough for this donation as well as their 
ongoing support.” 

Locally, the Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors Food Pantry in South Had- 
ley is heavily reliant on the Food Bank. 
Baulding further described the nature 
of the Food Bank and cleared up several 
common misconceptions. 

“A lot of times people dont under- 
stand the difference between a food bank 
and a food pantry,’ said Baulding. “Just as 
a regular bank gives out money to peo- 
ple, the food bank distributes food to our 
members, who in turn distribute it to 
their clients. A lot of people when they 
come to visit the warehouse for the first 
time are blown away by how big the op- 
eration really is.” 

For more information on the Food 
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Shirley Ann een Burdzy, 84 


SOUTH  HADLEY— 
Shirley Ann _ (Schoen) 
Burdzy, 84, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
her loving family on June 
24, 2020 at her daughter's 
home in Sutton. Shirley 
was the daughter of the late 
Elmer and Florence (Brod- 
fuehrer) Schoen, she was 
born in Buffalo, New York 
on March 22, 1936. 

Shirley (Shirl) was a de- 
vout wife, mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother. She had a heart of 
gold and a spirit of giving. She was an 
active member of St. Patrick's Church 
in South Hadley and the Womens 
Guild. She was a faithful Eucharistic 
minister as well as volunteer of many 
years at Holyoke Hospital. She was ac- 
tive at the Senior Center in South Had- 
ley. She enjoyed her bowling league, 
playing cards, reading, swimming and 
an occasional visit to the casino. She 
never missed an opportunity to attend 
a party or celebration. Shirley loved to 
craft, knit, sew, build and was joyful to 
discuss her latest project. She was espe- 
cially proud of the handmade ceramic 
dolls and dollhouses she meticulously 
crafted. 

Her sense of adventure always had 
her calendar booked with travel plans. 
Helicopter rides over volcanoes in Ha- 
waii, and exploring the Grand Canyon, 
Texas, Amish Country and Maine. She 
especially enjoyed recent travels with 
her granddaughter Kristin to the Neth- 
erlands, Hungary, Austria and Germa- 
ny. 

Shirley will be dearly missed by all 
who knew her, including her loving 
children, Joseph Burdzy II of Edge- 
water, Florida, Mark Burdzy and Mary 
Hennessey of Belchertown, Matt Bur- 
dzy and his wife Leslie of South Wind- 
sor, Connecticut, and Cheryl Hamel 
and her husband Jeffrey of Sutton; her 
grandchildren, Kristin, Nicholas, Mark 
Jr, Christina, Sean, Janel, Aimee, Der- 
rick, and Joel; her great grandchildren 





Sophia, Lila, Anthony Jr., Ga- 
briel, Megan, Adrian, Jacob, 
and Ariya; her sister-in-law 
Janet Annibal and husband Al 
of New Jersey, her brother-in- 
law Ted Tencza and his daugh- 
ter, Lynn of Connecticut; as 
well as many nieces and neph- 
ews in Sarasota, FL and many 
other extended family mem- 
bers and friends. In addition 
to her parents, she is prede- 
ceased by her loving husband 
Joseph Burdzy Jr. and her two siblings, 
Joyce Peterson and Michael Schoen. A 
memorial mass will be held on Thurs- 
day, July 2, beginning at 10 a.m. in St. 
Patrick's Church, 30 Main Street, South 
Hadley. 

In compliance with local and church 
requirements, we kindly would like to 
remind you that masks are required by 
all attendees throughout the duration 
of services. Burial will be private and 
at the convenience of the family. Beers 
& Story Funeral Home entrusted with 
Shirley's arrangements. 

In lieu of flowers memorial dona- 
tions may be made to Council on Ag- 
ing, 9 East Parkview Dr. South Hadley, 
MA 01075. Checks can be made out 
to: Friends of South Hadley Seniors. 
Online donations can be made to 
Western Mass Elder Care, Nutrition 
program (Meals on Wheels) at https:// 
www.wmeldercare.org/donate-now/. 
The family would like to express their 
sincere gratitude to the doctors and 
nurses that gave Shirley compassion- 
ate care, Holyoke Hospice and Beacon 
Hospice. 

For more information, please visit 
www.beersandstory.com. 


Death Notice 


Burdzy, Shirley A. (Schoen) 


Died June 24, 2020 
Memorial Mass July 2, 2020 
St Patrick’s Church 





BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 


the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 


We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the 
news realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, 


through their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Town Reminder, please email townreminder@turley.com. 
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Bank, one can visit foodbankwma.org. 
To advertise on this page 
call the Town Reminder at 
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BANQUET FACILITIES 


HALL FOR RENT 
FOR ALL FUNCTIONS 
$230 Includes Bartender and 
Kitchen Facilities. 
Granby American Legion 
467-9545 


ELECTRICIAN 


GAGNON ELECTRIC 
All Types Of Electrical Work. 
Fully Insured. 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A 


933-8867 


TREE SERVICES 
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC. 


Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Peter Edge 532-5764 
www.edgetreeservice.com 
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NORM LEPAGE CONTRACTOR 


Additions, Remodeling, Repairs 
Roofing, Decks, Garages, 
Porches, Termite Damage, Etc. 
Licensed. Insured. Experienced. 


323-4961 
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LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE 
AND LANDSCAPING 
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls, 
Mowing, Pruning, 
Stump Grinding, Irrigation. 
Insured 
534-1002 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM piri- 
vate foundations for food, health, rent, 
mortgage, financial situations and 
disadvantaged families. Call for grant 
manual to purchase 413-210-2306. 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


ST. JUDE THANK YOU for an- 
swering my prayers PF 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wari- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
Call Ken 


ing, cast iron cookware. 
(413)433-2195. 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
a] Removal Service 





*kxEKEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. Tim 413-563- 
2229 Lic #053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 

patios. roof cleaning/ 

non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 

owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 





FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone 
State Zips 
ee ____ —X perweekrate=$ 
LIVISA Discover LI Cash Li Check# __ 
Exp.Date_ CCV = 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 











As 


=i 


= 
seria 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9, 800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 






as: 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 






HUBBARDSTON 





NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


ELD 


EAST 
BROOKFI 












WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


510.00 
$5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER auality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924., 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 
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AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 


thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


oF YO) 


AND REPAIRABLE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. 
Summer riding program July 6-10, July 
13-17. Gift certificates available. 860- 
874-8077 Suffield, CT endofhunt. 
com 


PART TIME RIDING INSTRUC- 
TOR wanted for leading show barn. 
Must be reliable, energetic with good 


413-219-6339 





GOLF from page 8 


somes will be registered this year — half the regular 
total. 

“Registered players will receive a tee gift, get their 
own cart, lunch will be served on the course, and we 
will have some contests, said Caspole, who noted 
there will not be a post-tournament dinner, again to 
limit the gathering size. 

“We look forward to seeing the alumni, friends, 
parents and sponsors who regularly participate in the 
tournament, and given the disruptions that our stu- 
dent-athletes have faced this year, the funds we raise 
from the tournament will help to get our programs 
quickly back on track as we look to restart team com- 
petitions this fall,” added Caspole. “Westfield Bank is 
again our lead sponsor for the tournament, and we 
cant thank the bank and president Jim Hagan enough 
for their support of our athletic programs. 

The Ranch is a par-72 championship layout that 
plays about 6,500 yards from the tournament tees in a 
scramble format. 

Last year the tournament was won by the group 
of Mark Litsky, Carlos Frittano, John Harkings, An- 
thony Perritano with a 58, winning a match of cards 
tiebreaker with the alumni group of Bob Verdolino, 
Ralph Barry, Matt Barry, Joe Seckler. 

Registration for the tournament is available online 
at https://westfieldstateowls.com/owl-club/golf-tour- 
nament/index 

Contact Dave Caspole for more registration infor- 
mation or for sponsorship opportunities at dcaspole@ 
westfield.ma.edu or 413-572-5433. 


PVSSL from pages 


Hampshire Regional. 

The Men's league will have just seven teams, in- 
cluding Lusitano Red and White and the Rumbleseat. 
Griffins Café is also a returning team. 

The womens division includes the Lusitano Wom- 
en, Here For Beer, WMass XTremes, and Santos 
among returning teams. 


attitude. Suffied, CT 860-874-8077 


TOWN Reminder 


Classifieds 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


DRIVER - CDL CLASS A PNEU- 
MATIC TANK & DUMP TRAILER. EX- 
PERIENCED ONLY. RB Enterprises 
413-583-8393 


PART TIME HORSE GROOM 
wanted for weekend mornings. Must 
be reliable, energetic with good atti- 
tude. Suffield, CT 860-874-8077. 


TOWN OF LUDLOW IS HIRING 
- Production/Studio Asst.-Part 
Time. Duties: Operate various audio, 
visual and production equip. in the film- 
ing of Town municipal mtgs & events 
for broadcast on LCTV; assist with 
other studio productions; and operate 
various Office equip. 

Must have: high school diploma or 
equiv, knowledge of Windows & 
Mac operating systems, quick deci- 
sion-making ability, possess strong 
communication/organizational _ skills, 
valid driver's license & reliable trans- 
portation. Must be able to work inde- 
pendently, carry up to 40 Ibs. 

A degree in communications/media 
production, experience in public ac- 
cess TV, knowledge of TV/video pro- 
duction & techniques and Final Cut Pro 
X preferred. Subject to CORI check. 
Rate: $15.9181/hr. 

If interested submit a resume, cover 
letter and completed application (see 
website for app. - www.ludlow.ma.us) 
by July 10, 2020 to: HR@ludlow. 
ma.us or HR Dept, 488 Chapin St, 
Ludlow, MA 01056. Apps not accepted 
if incomplete or received after 7/10/20. 
Town of Ludlow is EOE/AA. 


TOWN OF 
SOUTH HADLEY 
PLANNING BOARD 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING - 
TO BE CONDUCTED 
VIRTUALLY/ONLINE 
The South Hadley 
Planning Board, in accor- 
dance with the provi- 
sions of Chapter 40-A, 
Section 11, Massachusetts 
General Laws as modi- 
fied by Chapter 53 of the 
Special Acts of 2020 and 
the Governor’s Executive 
Orders pertaining pub- 
lic gatherings during 
the COVID 19 State of 
Emergency, will hold a 
virtual public hearing on 
Monday, July 20, 2020 
at 6:45 p.m. to discuss 
the Special Permit and 
Site Plan Review apph- 
cations of PeoplesBank; 
330 Whitney Avenue; 


LAND FOR SALE 


25’X110’ ROW LOT W/ 40’ water- 
front on Holland Lake. Unbuildable. 
Possible dock and swimming. $13,000 
or BO 508-868-6157 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
WWw.newspapers.turley.com 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 
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Hampden Housing Authority 
Elderly/Handicapped Housing 


Currently seeking applicants for our 
Elderly/Handicapped TWO bedroom housing program 
at Centennial Commons in Hampden, Mass. These 


units are located on the second floor. There are no 
elevators. The maximum net income for a two person 
household is $54,650. Interested applicants may obtain 
a housing application by calling 


(413) 566-8157 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 











EHO 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





HP-UbliIc Notices < 


Holyoke, MA 01040. The 
public hearing will be 
conducted virtually/online 
using the Google Meet 
platform and persons may 
join the meeting by either 
joining Google Meet or by 
phone. The login infor- 
mation will be provided 
on the posted agenda for 
the July 13, 2020 meet- 
ing. 

PeoplesBank has sub- 
mitted an application for 
Site Plan Review under 
Article XII of the Town’s 
Zoning Bylaw to con- 
struct and operate a 2,000 
+/- square foot bank 
on the subject proper- 
ty. PeoplesBank has also 
submitted an application 
for a Special Permit under 
Chapter 225-Attachment 
1, 255-19, Article VIII, 
and Article IX of the 
Town’s Zoning Bylaw 


to construct and operate 
a drive through teller ser- 
vice and an ATM as part 
of the proposed bank 
facility. Additional ele- 
ments of the development 
include parking, landscap- 
ing, utilities, Stormwater 
management systems, and 
similarly related items. 
The subject property 
is located along the west 
side of Newton Street (aka 
Route 116), north side of 
Lyman Street, and south 
side of Dayton Street and 
identified on Assessor’s 
Map Number #28 as 
Parcels #190, #191, #192, 
#193, # 258, and #260. 
The property is located 
in the Business A zon- 
ing district and is within 
the Newton Street Smart 
Growth Zoning District. 
Plans and the appli- 
cation (and supporting 


documentation) are on 
file in the Planning & 
Conservation Department 
Office (Room U6) in 
Town Hall. The plans 
and application (and sup- 
porting documentation) 
are also posted on the 
Planning & Conservation 
Department’s “Project 
Plans M through Z” page 
on the Town’s website 
www.southhadleyma. 
gov ina section titled 
“Newton Street (468- 
480) - New Peoples 
Bank Branch with Drive 
Through - 2020”. 

Any person interested 
in, or wishing to be heard 
regarding, this application 
should appear at the time 
and place designated. 

Joanna Brown, Clerk 

South Hadley Planning 

Board 
6/26, 7/03/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all Access archives and Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
notices to digital tear sheets by public notice web site to search all notices in 
notices@turley.com newspaper title. Massachusetts newspapers. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


UCT MA TAVVAYA ol Blo) iCevaloid(er=\-maelal=)merelan| 





the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


send your stories and photos to mbourdeau@turley.com 
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TOWN Reminder 


> Faces &Flaces 





According to photographer Kari Hutchinson, a mother bear sat in the 
backyard on lookout while her cubs climbed i in the trees. 


BUY DIRECT 





USDA INSP. FROZEN 


ASSORTED PORK CHOPS 39 ;, 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS. sessssssssssssssssen 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS.... 





USDA INSP FRESH STORE MADE 


HP2CHICKEN lS ual 


USDA INSP FRESH STORE MADE BONELESS 


ora 


= USDA INSP 2 LB BOX eS = 












TALIAN SAUSAGE, vont 


USDA INSP 5 LB HEBREW NATIONAL 


ALL BEEF HOT is ae 9 


A mother bear and her three cubs paid a | 
visit to Kari Hutchinson’s neighborhood. 


Insurance for your every need. 


HUB International is the largest insurance broker in Massachusetts 
and we're right here in your local communities. 
We will work together with Safety Insurance to build your custom 


insurance solution. 


Looking out for you. Looking ahead for you. 
a 
O HUB 


79 Lyman Street 
South Hadley, MA 01075 


Safety Insurance 


AUTO * HOME « BUSINESS 


Ludlow - Monson SS : 
East Longmeadow _ 


hubne.com 
Auto and Home Insurance - Business Insurance and More 


HAVE A SAFE & 
HAPPY 4TH OF JULY! 


AND SAVE 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & ras $419 19 


CHICKEN BREAST sets 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 
BEEF 
STRIPLOIN ; 

WHOLE 
we 5h) 94 OR HALF 























99° 


USDA INSP. USDA INSP. FROZEN $ 99 
$4154 /ceeF ror rio \ CHICKEN LEG 1/48 tzu)" 


LONDON 5 USDA INSP. FRESH 


CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS == 29% 
USDA INSP. FROZEN VARIETY PAK 69 


CUT UP CHICKEN, 2 
By 4 


$488 








USDA INSP. FROZEN Atay 
USDA INSP. FROZEN 2 LB BAG $799 


es) Wn SHRIMP 41/90 CT 


TO Cate tO LORE STM 00 avocado St, 










449 





KOREAN 200° +3 : 


MARINATED 





Springfield 
— NEW EXTENDED et ag 
©) Mon. - Wed. 8-4 We reserve the 
Thurs, 8-6 * Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 3 right to fimit 
quantities, 
BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS *SELECTION® SERVICE [fj 








SALE DATES: 7/2/20 - 7/8/20 QYOmeat.com ¢ 413-737-1288 
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Kari pitchineon and her neighbors watched a mother 
bear and three cubs climb on trees and go throughout 
the yards in their neighborhood last week. 





Photos submitted by Kari Fiitchinsoh 
Three cubs climbed trees and ran throughout the yard in 
Kari Hutchinson’s neighborhood last week. 


PEOPLE/ 
MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for 
Our readers, we will print all 
births, weddings, engage- 
ments, milestone anniver- 
saries, major birthdays, 
military achievements, 
honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form 
available for you to submit 
these listings. This mate- 
rial is provided to us by our 
readers and local institu- 
tions and we do not charge 
to print this content. 

For more information, 
or to submit people or mile- 
stone news for the Town 
Reminder, please email 
townreminder@turley.com. 


BOYDEN & 
PERRON, INC. 


41 So. Whitney St., Amherst 


— A TURLEY PUBLICATION ——— 
www.turley.com 


Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 
Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Town Reminder 





YOUR SAFETY IS OUR SAFETY call today to schedule 


To All Emergency Responders, Essential Employees 


& Our Loyal Customers 
During these times please know we are here to help care for your pets. 


A Free Meet & Greet! 


413.835.PETZ (7389) 





Pet Sitting, Dog Walking and Overnights 


www.rileypetcare.com 


